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Around the 
Towns 
FALL FESTIVAL IN MOWEST 

Montreal West is holding a Fall 
Festival, from 12 to 4 p.m. Sunday Sept. 
18 at Davies Park, 8 Westminster South. 
Activities will include BBQ, pony rides, a 
petting zoo, various entertainment, face 
painting, inflatable games and arts and 
crafts. For more information, call 514-
484-6186. 

ANOTHER MOWEST 
FREE-FOR-ALL DAY 

Montreal West will be holding yet 
another Free-For-All Day throughout 
the day Saturday, Sept. 24. "Residents 
are invited to place any unwanted yet 
functioning and useful items at the end 
of their driveways for free pickup by their 
neighbours," says a town announce
ment, which also says the event presents 
an opportunity to get pre-spring clean
ing done ''without a garage sale. 

"Any uncollected articles must be 
removed in the evening and not left out 
for the Tuesday garbage pick-up," says a 
town advisory. 

NEW FACILITIES FOR 
SI LAURENT PARK 

The latest of several parks this year to 
have new facilit ies inaugurated was 
Philippe-Laheurte. The Aug. 14 event 
attracted 300 people, and included newly 
repaired paths for bicyclists and pedestri
ans, and a new accessible toilet facility 
for those with reduced mobility. 
Residents also took in a performance of 
Macbeth by the Repercussion Theatre. 
On hand were Mayor Alan DeSousa and 
representatives of St. Laurent's twin city 
of Lethbridge, Alberta, including Mayor 
Rajko Dodie and Councillor Jeff Carlson. 

By Joel Goldenberg 
The Suburban 

Indoor pools and sufficient space for 
local community groups have been long 
time goals for successive Cote St. Luc 
councils, and after decades of wishes and 
hopes, the new Aquatic and Community 
Centre has finally come to fruition. 

The new facility, which will officially 
open for business Sept. 6, came about 
with the help of the federal and Quebec 
governments. Each provided about a 
third of the cost of the $18 million cen
tre, with the city providing the rest. 

Some of the many notable facilities in 
the centre are two swimming pools - a 
1.1 metre-deep pool for general use by 
the public and another, especially large 
- 10-lane and 2.6 metre-deep - pool 
for competitive swimming. There is also 
a large area, fully wired for sound, where 
groups like the Cote St. Luc Senior 
Social Club and Senior Men's Club can 
meet, and where special events such as 
weddings can be held, which will also 
bring back revenue to the city. 

A large crowd was on hand for a rib
bon cutting and open house Sunday, 
presided over by Mayor Anthony 
Housefather. Also on hand were mem
bers of Cote St. Luc council, Senator 
Judith Seidman, Mount Royal MP Irwin 
Cotler, D'Arcy McGee MNA Lawrence 
Bergman, Cote St. Luc staff, former 
mayors Bernard Lang and Robert 
Libman, and representatives of sports 
associations. 

"At one time, this building was just a 
dream," Housefather said. "It was some
thing the founders of Cote St. Luc one 
day contemplated .... One of the goals of 
our city council was to have a place in 
this community that gathers every gen
eration, a place where people will look 
and say 'I want to move back to Cote St. 
Luc."' 

Seidman, representing the federal 
government, said the centre "is the cul
mination of so much hard work and ded
ication on the part of so many, especial
ly the efforts of you in Cote St. Luc. 

"This type of facility is necessary to 
the vitality of community life." 

Cotler said Sunday's event was "a cel
ebration in every sense of the word. 

"I think Anthony Housefather said it 

CANADA POST 
Cont'd from page 1 

going on and what the issues are?' I said 
that I would be more than happy to hear 
from them, so we're getting together 
Sept. 7." The mayor added that Canada 
Post provided no further details in their 
recent phone conversation. 

Masella told The Suburban last week 
that he and his council were considering 
intervening in light of the dozens of 
notices sent out to town residents. 
Masella said the warnings did not make 

Cote St. Luc mayor Anthony Housefather, watched councillors Mitchell Brownstein, Mike 
Cohen, Glenn Nashen, Sam Goldbloom, Ruth Kovac, Dida Berku and Steven Erdelyi, cuts the 
ribbon for the new ACC. 

best - this is the realization of a dream, 
and that will make th is centre a crown 
jewel for Cote St. Luc," the MP said. "It 
will have a transformative impact on the 
people in Cote St. Luc." 

Bergman also welcomed the cent re on 
behalf of the Quebec government, and 
joked that he "bothered" Quebec 
Municipal Affairs Min ister Laurent 
Lessard "so much" to help fund the proj
ect. 

Not long before Sunday's ceremony, 
The Suburban was taken on an extensive 
tour of the centre by the very enthusias
tic city manager Tanya Abramovitch and 
David Taveroff, di rector of parks and 
recreation. Taveroff pointed out that 
construction began Oct. 29, 2010 and 
was completed on time "and on budget. 

"Before we started construction, we 
visited some newer facilities, older facil
ities, off is land and even Gatineau," he 
added. "We were trying to be inspired, 
and in some cases not inspired, by what 
we saw." 

The tour began just outside, where 
visitors are greeted by what 
Abramovitch explained are "the walking 
fish," an artwork. "I love them, and kids 
will love them," she said. "They're so 
cute and whimsical." 

Other sights of note in the wi-fi-con
nected building were the mezzanine, 
which offers a spectacular overlooking 
view of Maimonides Park, close to the 

sense to him, as it was not an issue for a 
long t ime and the houses had been this 
way for decades. 

The matter came to light when 
Montreal West resident William Watson, 
a journalist, wrote a front page account 
in the National Post. He had received a 
Mail Delivery Problem Report from an 
inspector citing "unsafe access" to his 
door. He was told some 75-80 other 
notices had been sent along his carrier's 
route, as part of an injury preventative 
program. 

Canada Post officials have told the 
media that some 200 mail carriers have 

site of a future terrasse; the auxiliary 
library which has the look of an airport 
bookstore; parking areas for strollers, a 
family locker room which includes 
wider lockers and a water extractor to 
dry out wet bathing suits; and an office 
for the Brigadier Frederick Kisch 
Branch 97 of the Royal Canadian Legion. 

Taveroff added that the temperature 
can be adjusted for each pool, providing 
warmer water for seniors' aqua activi
ties, and cooler water for competition. 
He also said that more room was wanted 
for competitive swimming and that the 
10-lane pool is unique to Cote St. Luc. 
That amount of lanes was needed for 
competition using eight lanes. 

The upper level includes the wired
for-sound multi-purpose room for local 
club meetings such as speeches and spe
cial events like a wedding, bar-mitzvah 
or business conference, adjustable 
according to the capacity and nature of 
the event, with an advanced audio/visual 
system; and a separate senior's club 
lounge with items like a refrigerator and 
microwave oven, and room to play cards 
and watch TV; a teen/senior lounge 
(depending on time of day) with games, 
bean bag seats and a very large-screen 
TV, and an exercise room with state-of
the-art equipment which looks onto the 
pool area. 

"In this building, there is always flexi
bility of space," Abramovitch said.• 

injured themselves this year, and that 
such inspections are taking place in 
many locales. 

Masella told Monday's council meeting 
and The Suburban that he also brought 
the issue to the attention of area NDP MP 
Isabelle Morin. 

"She spoke to some Canada Post peo
ple, and she thought there was some 
issue of the carriers having to carry a 
third bag in the front along with two on 
the side, and apparently that removes 
their field of vision," Masella said. "She 
thought that's what it might be, but she 
wasn't sure."• 


