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Recycling paper is old hat at many schools.

But now brown bins filled with apple cores, orange peels and other lunch scraps are
taking up space in the cafeteria at Bialik High School.

City officials in Cote St. Luc believe the school is the first on the island of Montreal to
launch a composting program with a municipal pickup.

The municipality originally planned to extend its curbside organic waste collection
program to synagogues, churches and schools some time within the next year.

But the private Jewish school was so keen that the city started the program in the school
this month, said Steven Erdelyi, a Cote St. Luc city councillor.

Erdelyi recounted how some Bialik students showed up at a municipal council meeting
last fall, asking the city to take stronger action on the environment and saying they were
willing to help.

"Based on that, we decided to speed up the process,” he said.

The school's composting program began last week. In the cafeteria, there are clusters of
bins in different places - one for composting, another for plastic bottles and cans and a
third for garbage. Signs list dos and don'ts for what can be tossed in the composting bins.

Yves Rouillard, a geography teacher who is responsible for the green initiative, describes
it as a "beautiful” scene to see students separating the waste into different bins after they
finish eating.

Five Grade 11 students are spearheading the green project, which includes the
introduction of bottle and can recycling and attempts to make students more aware of
environmental issues.



"I think kids were really struck by the amount of garbage in landfills that can be recycled
and by the amount of garbage bags we produce,” said Lara Berliner, 16, one of the Grade
11 students leading the project.

They didn't just launch the initiative to get kids to compost and recycle, Berliner added.
"It also deals with education about environmental issues,” she said. "And I really think
that because we brought that aspect at the same time, kids have been more receptive to
it," she said.

One of the student organizers dissected the contents of a garbage bag last fall in the
cafeteria. "Kids saw what they actually threw away and how much of it could be
composted or recycled," said Elissa Brock, 16.

Every two days the waste in the compost bins is moved to bigger bins outside. The city
picks up the organic waste once a week.

Students want to see if they reduce the amount of waste by the end of the school year.
According to one estimate, the school had been generating 80 bags of garbage a day.

Bialik also plans to switch to plates and bowls that are made from potato starch and can
be composted.

"Our goal is really to minimize the garbage as much as possible,” Rouillard said.
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